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linXC'.AlUAX  RAIIAVAYS 
AXD  TKHIUTOIUAL  lXTE(ilUTV. 


As  will  l)c*  sei‘11  IVom  the  follow'iiig  liids  Iho 
consli'uctinn  of  the  Hungarian  raihvavnel,  jxjinls 
inconleslablv  in  favoiii*  ot‘  Hk*  conservation  (j1‘ 
the  terriloi’iarinlegrity  of  the  (‘onntry. 

'I'he  Hungarian  I'ailw  aviu‘1,  like  those,  of  France 
and  h'nglaiul,  has  foi'  its  j)oinl  of  departure  the 
capital  of  the  country,  the  lines  spi'eading  out 
in  tlie  form  * of  radii  towards  the  frontiei’s. 
Budapest,  the  capital  plays  the  |)rincij)al  laMe 
in  the  exploitation  of  the  intei’ioi'. 

On  tlu‘  otlier  hand,  tlu'  Hungarian  railways 
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have  had  to  face  a grcait  and  iinpoiiant  transito 
traftic,  from  east  to  w'est  or  from  north-east  to 
tlu*  Adriatic  forts  and  vict*  versa;  this,  above 
all  in  the  interest  of  the  highly  dcvelo])ed  westei'ii 
industi'ies,  lor  which  ])iir])ose,  many  faciliti(*s  in 
tariif  and  freights  have  heen  added  to  the  gene- 
rally favourahle  conslniction  of  the  lines. 

hh)i'  the  same  purpose  and  at  great  expense 
the  lioumanian  liiu*s  and  those  of  Zimony  wei'c 
constructed,  the  «{juadrup]e  comentiom)  in  fa\our 
of  facilities  of  ti'ansi)ort-Wiis  accepted, and  numerous 
dispositions  w’eiH*  aflc'rwards  made  which  rendeix'd 
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Ihc  CTi'ulioii  of  llu‘  liiif  Pnris — ('.onslsml inoj)ii' 
|jossil)le  luul  a I'ailwa}'  connedion  hdwetMi  llu* 
South  of  Russia  and  Italy  passing  thi’ough  Fiiinu'. 
'The  results  would  have  heen  far  more  emineid 
if  oui-  Austrian  neiuhhours  had  shown  Ihemselvt's 
more  ap])roaehahle  on  (he  suhjeet  of  their  own 
lines  of  eonneetion. 

'Fhe  poliey  of  the  Hungarian  goxau'nmenl  has 
always  heen  in  eomplelc'  harmony  with  tlu* 
interests  of  the  publie  communiealions  of  the 
dilVerent  nationalities  of  the  eountry.  Exj)ensive 
and  unrenumerative  main  lines  have  heen  eon- 
slruded  in  regions  inhahilc'd  hv  non-Magvar 
nationalities;  and  lines  laid  down  hy  j)rivak‘ 
soeieties  have  alwavs  heen  effieaeiouslv  suhsidi/ed 
hv  the  government. 

It  mav  safelv  he  aflirmed  that  disti'iets  inha- 
hited  hv  the  various  nationalities  luive  alwa\s 
heen  abundantly  provided  with  lines  ol  eommu- 
nieation.  often  at  a i)i'iee  of  eonsidend)le  saeriliei' 
and  e\|)ense  to  the  Stale,  and  never  have  the 
Magyar  dislriets  hecui  favoui'ed  to  the  detriment 
of  tlie  other  nationalities.  Slovaks,  Roumans, 
Serbs,  and  wbalevei'  other  nationallies  may  he 
found  in  (be  eountrv  were  alwavs  plaeed  in  llu; 
way  of  the  progress  of  eivilizalion  and  eeonomieal 
development  and  Ibis  essentially  with  Magyar 
eaj)ital. 

'riie  total  length  of  the  railway  lines  in  llun- 
garv  ai’e  roiigbl}',  22,!2(K)  Kin.,  eonceniing  wbieh 
a few  details  will  lu'  found  in  the  following  table  • 


Character  railway  line 


State  railways  , 

Private  Hy.  (ios. 

Private  (2)s.  ex])loited  by 
the  state  __  __ 

i.oeal  lines  controlled  by 

other  companies 

Local  lines  under  own 
inanac/ement  — 

'I'otal 


Total 


Kxtention  of  tines 
in  districts 
inhabited  hv  n<m- 


Km. 

Magyar  natio- 
nalities 

Km.  1 

O/o 

8.66f) 

4.116 

48 

644 

49 

9.987 

f)472 

of) 

711 

488 

69 

1.478 

688  ' 

47 

22. 1 60 

11.408 

51.4 

From  the  above  table  it  ean  lie  seen  that  more 
than  half  of  the  lines  traverse  regions  inhabited 
hv  non-Magvar  natioiudities  and  some  even  more 
eonvineing  facts  are  eminenl  if  we  consider  Iht' 
amount  of  money  sjient  on  Hungai’ian  railways. 

I'be  total  'amount  of  capital  invested  is  over 
r),231,dH0,000  Kronen,  d’he  greater  part  of  this 
amount,  i.  e.,  73-4°o  (, 3,841, ()70,000  Kronen),  was 
provided  by  the  state.  The  participation  of  llie 
slate  is  as  follows; 


K 3.3hl,820,(K)0 


Male 


Lines  lawfully  indepen- 
dant but  etfectivelv 
vSlate  lines  ... 

Subsidies  bw  the  con- 
struclion  of  local  I'ail- 
wavs  ....  . ....  .. 


K 2‘)3,8:)(),()0(l 


K 18(y,()()0,()()(l. 
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Il’wc  reckon  out  Ihe  or^T’o  shown  in  Ihe  above' 
lal)le,  we  shall  line!  lhal  (hose  regions  peopled 
])V  the  iion-Maiivar  nationalities  have  absorbed 
2.6h0,4()(M)0n  Ki'onen  of  the  total  sum  invested 
in  the  railwaviu'l  and  that  1.97  t,()20, 000  Kronen 
of  this  ainoiinl  have  l)een  ad\aneed  by  the  Slate 
(v.  73 *4%  ). 

lliit  as  it  is  a well-known  faet  that  the  I’even- 
ues  ol‘  these  lines  were  toi-  too  small  to  cover 
the  e\[)enses  of  interests,  amoi'tisation  and  main- 
tenance. it  will  l)e  easy  to  calculate  what  enor- 
mous sums  the  Himj^ariaii  State  was  ohlii^ed  to 
vote  annually  for  the  retpurements  of  locomotion 
in  the  countries  inhabited  hv  the  nationalities, 
'riiese  sums  amounted  to  40  millions  before  the 
wai’  and  in  the  future  thev  will  surelv  never  he 
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inferioi-  to  double  that  amount. 

hh’om  the  commencement  of  Iheii'  construction 

i 

I’ight  up  to  the  heginnine  of  tlu'  great  war  the 
j)olicy  of  the  Hungarian  railways  has  always  had 
the  ap])roval  of  the  civilized  ^^'est. 

The  first  counlrv  among  the  great  foreign 
powei's  to  consider  Hungarian  railwa}”  j)olicy 
reliable  was  h'rance.  It  was  a which  French  finan- 
cial group  founded  the  Austro-Hungarian  Railway 
Company  and  constructed  the  line  ^4enna 
Fresshurg  Ruda])est  Porte  de  4'er,  which  line 
starting  on  German  territory  ended  in  Roumania, 
and  attained  a total  distance  of  1317)  Km.,  729  Km. 
of  which  ])assed  through  country  inhabited  by 
the  Hungarians,  h'rench  capital  also  construct('d 
the  Sudhalm  with  702  Km.  of  lines  on  Hungarian 


territory.  Some  Relgian  c-apilalists  and  engineers 
constructed  the  line  from  Kassa  to  Odt'rbeig, 
ol‘  which  only  02  Km.  are  in  Austria  whereas 
302  Km.  traverse  northern  Hungarv.  I^ater  on 
an  Austrian  hank  was  charged  with  the  alfairs 
of  this  com|)any  but  always  with  the  aid  of 
f'rench  capital.  Xumc'i'ous  local  lines  in  Hiingaiy 
have*  been  exploited  by  the  Relgians.  Eiu'oura- 
ged  by  tlu*  fair  and  impartial  j)olicy  of  Hungaiy 
towards  the  nationalities  and  hv  the  wav  in  whicdi 
the  central  admiinstration  assured  the  railwavs 
of  all  pai  ls  of  the  country  without  distinction  of 
favoui'ahle  opportunities  from  a commercial  and 
technical  |)oint  of  view,  English,  Dutch,  German 
and  Swiss  ca])ital  began  to  come  into  the  counliy. 

The  Hungarian  railways  j)aiiicularly  desii-ed 

to  favour  lines  |•unning  to  the  frontiers  with 

s|)ecial  rates  and  so  ])romote  traffic  with  tlu* 

regions  of  the  nationalities  and  with  foreign  conn- 

tries.  Thev  were  the  first  to  introduce  the  .svstem 
%.  ^ 

of  zone  fares,  which  enable  peo])le  living  at  the 
remotest  corners  of  the  countrv  to  make  long 
journeys  at  a ])rice  within  their  means,  and  he- 
fore  all  favors  the  nationalities  and  international 
trjivellers. 

(k)iitrary  to  the  example  set  by  foieign  rail- 
ways, the  Himgai'ian  lines  retained  their  reduci'd 
rates  for  goods  traffic  during  the  Great  Wai’,  then'lw 
specially  favouring  the  foreigner  and  the  non- 
Magvai'  nationalities  of  the  countrv  who  have 
to  take  into  consideration  the  great  distances  to 
he  fravei'sed  when  it  is  a (pic'stion  of  ex])orta- 
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tioii  or  of  Irafiic  (.)vci-  l^'iniiie  or  ol  imj)orlalion 
aqaiiisl  Ihe  competition  of  (icrmaii  ports.  (Inij)or- 
tation  of  cotton  from  K^vpt,  of  fruits  etc.) 

Here  it  has  been  shown  wlial  Hiinj^arian 
rjiilwa\'  policy  has  done  under  tlu'  l)cnevolcnl 
eyes  of  foreign  powers : never  failing  lo  fuliil  the 
necessary  re(|iiirements  of  the  various  natio- 
nalities and  of  foi-eign  eoimli’ies,  and  nevei’shrin- 
kinu  from  the  most  considerable  saeritiees. 

W'ith  regards  lo  tratfie  and  rates  the  policy  of 
the  Hiiiu>arian  railways  has  jdwavs  been  uniform 
for  all  ]:)arts  of  the  conn  try. 

If  the  territorial  integrity  of  f lungary  is  sacri- 
liced,  l)esides  other  fearful  effects  it  will  have  on 
the  country,  it  will  also  irreparably  desti'oy  those 
interests  of  the  non-Magyar  nationalities  and 
of  foreign  countries  which  Hungary  has  always 
been  careful  lo  safeguard,  ll  is  indisputable  that 
the  regions  inhabited  by  the  nationalities  will 
suffer  not  a little  by  political  changes.  Great  and 
unknown  risks  menace  any  change  in  the  deeply 
rooted  and  closely  hound  up  connection  ot  the 
country  and  its  provinces,  ll  is  not  possible  lo 
give  a new  coui'se  lo  the  evolution  built  up 
during  the  })ast  lifty  years,  exc('i)t  artiticially  or 
by  hi’ute  force  and  without  being  able  lo  prove 
in  any  ^yay  ^yhatever  that  the  ne\y  situation  will 
be  better  than  the  old.  Under  the  perilous  condi- 
tions brought  about  by  the  gi’eat  war  such 
expei'imcnls  must  not  be  risked. 

But  let  us  consider  foi*  a moment  some  olhei’ 


jx^iliye  disorders  and  gtmeral  iiK-onvenienc'es 
which  would  I’csull  from  a pai'lilion  of  Hungary. 

If  the  country  were  dismembered  than  the 
li'ansj)(.)rt  of  foods  would  sulfei'  to  a eonsidei'able 
extent ; many  dilVerent  adminisli-ations  would 
delay  the  Iralfic,  the  transfei*  of  food-slutls,  liye 
slock  and  other  goods,  at  the  iiew  and  many 
frontier  stations,  would  aggrayate  the  siluation 
and  he  detrimental  to  the  public  welfare. 

]>ut  the  situalion  would  become  most  mena- 
cing w ith  regard  to  the  rales  of  transport.  As-has 
already  been  mentioned  the  lai’itfs  of  the 
llungai'ian  Stale-railways  aio  based  on  the  zone- 
system,  that  is,  they  decrease  as  the  distance 
ilua-eases.  IfHungary  were  dismeml )ered, the  railway 
net  would  become  less  exslended  and  the  s^’slem 

V 

of  deci’easing  rates  could  not  he  applied  siiu-e 
they  would  be  neither  of  economical  interest  nor 
of  llnancial  advantiige.  There  would  not  he  any 
more  long  distances,  as  the  presenl  lines  would 
he  divided  between  two  oi'  moi-e  slates  wdiich 
would  charge  the  same  goods  two  or  three  limes 
the  cost  of  adminislralion  in  j)lace  of  the  uniform 
tai’ilf  of  lodav. 

Lc't  us  lake  some  numerical  examples  foi’  better 
explanation  of  the  possibilities  of  llu'  future.  For 
simplifying  the  task  we  must  sii])pose  that  the 
neighhomdng  slates  ado])t  the  same  units  of  taialf. 

Foi*  instance:  a railwaywaggon  leaves  a station 
in  a foreign  country  and  traverses  the  1 lungarian 

O V o 

I'ailwav  lines  lo  I'each  anothei'  station  situated 
in  a countrv  on  the  othei'  side  of  Hungary. 
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riu'  cMilii'C'  distiuKH'  to  he  covered  is  700  Km,  of 
which  too  Km  imd  loO  Km  are  in  separate 
coimti'ies  and  ir)0  Km  on  lliiiii'inian  lines.  Tlu' 
pi'csenl  cost  of  transi)orl  wonid  he  7)78  Kronen  ; 
i)iil  in  ease  of  a new  political  eontijJiii'alion,  tlie 
cost  would  he  787  Kronen,  i.  e.  an  augmentation 
of  209  Kronen.  Suj)pose  now  four  coimtiaes  with 
100,  7)0,  170,  and  100  Km  to  he  crossed  resj)c‘c- 
livelv.  riie  difference  would  l)e  still  «^i-eater,  81  (> 

ft.  ft»  ^ 

Kronen  as  ai^ainsl  778  Kronen  ; that  is  to  saw 
a sin-pliis  of  27)8  Kronen,  'fliis  dilference  would 
of  course  he  still  greater  if  the  llimi^arian  railways 
were  to  do  awav  wich  the  use  of  deci’easin^ 
units  of  tariff. 

Such  and  other  disadvantages  will  have  far- 
reaching  elfects  and  these  effects  will  he  lelt 
hefore  all  in  the  economic  life  of  the  7W‘stern 
countries,  it  is  also  ahsolutely  (“erlain  that  hy 
no  conventions  oi'  stipulations  whatsoever  will 
it  he  possihh'  to  remedy  the  damage  caused, 
since  none  of  the  dilfei'ent  railways,  for  many 
yc'ars  to  come,  will  hc'  in  a condition  to  make 
notable  sacrifices  in  the  interests  of  the  facilities 
of  ti’ans|)ortalion. 


'fluis  it  can  he  seen  that  not  oidv  llungai'v 

V r>  ft 

will  sulfer  hv  an  encroachment  on  the  teri'itoi’ial 
inlegialv  of  the  counti’v  hut  that  it  will  have 

Oft.  ft, 

considerahle  and  irrej)arahle  elfects  on  the  econo- 
mical life  of  the  non-Magvar  nationalities  ;uul 

Oft. 

also  of  foreign  countri(‘s. 
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